OF EARTHS.

CHAP. L
OF COMBINATIONS OF EARTHS,

SEVERAL of the earths are capable of entering into COUK
tination with each other and wi th metallic oxides, and
of forming .compounds di stkiguished by various names
according to their external appearance. Some of these
combinations are formed into vessels known by the
names of stoneware, pvficelaw, -.enamel, &c. m-asiy of
which are of great importance in manufactures and do-
mestic economy.
This class of bodies is of the highest importance ;
but it has not hitherto been examined by chemists with known*
that degree of attention to which it is entitled. A few
only of the compounds into which the earths and the
metallic oxides are capable of entering have been form-
ed, and still fewer of these feave been described with
:precision.. The subject indeed is difficult, and till late-
ly was not susceptible of accuracy, because the proper-
ties of the earths, and the methods of obtaining them
pure, were unknown. It is true, indeed, that the great-
er number of these compounds exist ready formed in
the mineral kingdom, constituting the solid basis of this
globe of ours. But notwithstanding tlie rapid progress
which the analysis of minerals has lately made, it is
still very uncertain whether it would be safe to trust
altogether trie result of these analyses; especially as we